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"-December 1, 1976

An advisory dgalnst eatlng wood ducks, mulla—ds and woodcock
bagged in the Coosa Rlver—Floyd County area has been 1ssued by the
Georgia's Board of Natural Resources (DNR) . ' -

Investigation by DNR shows that wood ducks, mallaldc and woodcock

L4

from this area have 1evels of PCB (polychlorlnated blphenyl) that
exceed the 11m1t of flve parts per mllllon (ppm) recommended by - the

Fedelal Food and Drua Admlnlstratlon.'

‘Jack Crockford, Director of the Department's Game and Fish
Division, says "I am not surprised at these findings,'ih light of

the PCB levels dlscovered in flSh taken from streams in this area.”

Crockford p01nted out that "these blrds are local resident birds.

The mallards, for exa;nple, are known to be part of a semi-domestic
2

flock in thét area:"
Crockford stressed'that the advisory does not apply to game '

birds in_énybother area_of the state. |
Other wildlife tested in the Coosa-Floyd area shdwed'eit'herT

trace amounts of PCD or the chemical was non-detectible. 2Among these

.species tested were squirrels, bullfrogs, beavers, rabbits, snakes

.and muskrats.

PCB at levels above the FDA limit of 5 ppm in the Coosa-Floyd

area were:
Wood duck ~- up to 11.42 ppm.

Mallard -- up to 11.67 ppm.
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FOR - IMMEDIATE RELEASE

_An advi'sory against eating fish in the Coosa River below Rorne, .

Georgia today was: extended. through Lake Weiss ac;vb.s's-.tlvukévsf‘ateline :
in AIabar%mé.. 'High level‘s; of the chemical ISCI;.we'rg found in both B
éomme’rc.i.al and'ga'me'ﬁ’sh' tbak;enl f;om the'spréwling -1a}§e.

The. U. S. .Environménta.l_l?rotec.t.ion Agency ?oétéd the wérhings. ‘«
on fish.caug:l'lt in Lz;ke Weiss, a reservoir v;hich is fed by the
Coosa Iii\'ér. 'Gep-rgia pollution control ofﬁci.als.‘earlier had .cited
risks ip eating fish caught in the Coosa river on the Georgia side.

The Federal ‘D'rug and Food Administration has recommended
T oa .polychilo‘ri.n:;ted biphynl (PCB) level of .Iive parts per I;nillion as
the’ saiet;' level.i'ro‘xr' fish :;ln;'l shell fish. - .
Some c}ganngihc_:a_tfish from the lake contained PCB' higher :Lhan

50 parts per million. Game fish, while considerably lower, also

exceeded the established safety level.

- Jack E. Ravan, Regional Administrator of EPA, commented:
'""New data on fish taken from Lake Weiss ‘show much higher PCB levels

than previously reported. Citizens should be cautioned against eating
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fish taken {rom the lake, especially channel catfish czught i

area.' - -

~

this



e
Te e (0 Che el T
- - - -

~

water -Szproventnt Corzicesion ite L. Myers, M.L., CTrzoir-oarn

. grate Office Zuilding Clavde D. Yelley, Vice-Chazircan

Yontpomery, AL 36130 Yarvin O. Berglin, Fzirhope
Telephone 277-3630 Robert M. Bucher, M.D., Mobile

James W. Warr, Chief Charles 0. Cargile, Hueytown
Adoinistrative Officer .Louis Grzbensteder, Funtsville

David L. Thormas, Montgomery ’

September 16, 1976
NEWS RELEASE FOR IMMEDIATE USE .

Montgowery--Samples of fish and water collected in Weiss reservoir,

on the Coosa ﬁiver, and>$£;i&ééd fé;yPCB;s (polychlorinated biphenyls),
did.not indicéte a cause.fqr alarm concerning public health or the fish
popuiagion, Alabama ;tate officials announce&.today.
;JE;es . War;, cﬂief.édministfative offiger, Alibama Water Improvement -
Commission (AW{C): said investigations .to date showed specibené of sowme
species of fish to exceed the 5'parts per willion limit for §CB concentrations
in the edibie'portion of fish flesh established ﬁy the Food and Drug |
Adnministration, but no water samples tested havé exceeded currently-applicable
concentration limits.

Dr. Ira L; Myers, state health officer and chairman of AﬁIC, said data
available do not indica;e a problem insofar as human health is concerned..

"Given the current dietary habits of the people of Alabama and the lack

of evidence directly linking PCB's with adverse effects on human health, no

additional action is warranted at this time," Dr. Myers said.

Eased on Dr. Myers' ;tatement, the Department of Conservation and r
Natural Résources, the ageﬁcy concerned with fisheriles resources, p;esently
has no plans to close Welss Lake to commercial fishing. ' :

Public iInterest in the possibility of excessive PCB concentrations in the

- .-

waters and fish of ngss lake bas intensified In recent weeks as a3 result of

analyses of water and fish samples from Coosa River waters uvupstream {rom the

Alabama-Georgla line. )
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Varr said Thursdays announcement followed conferences wvith the State

Health Departwent and the Departwent of Conservation and Natural Fasources.

Copies of all data collected by AWIC have been furnished both of these agencies. -
Be said investigations made by AWIC on Aug. 18-19 and Sept. 7-8 included

the collection of numerous fish samples, three vater samples, and one
sedimen£ samp]é. While the sediment and water samples were analyzed within a
short time, the ekzmination of fish samples consumed a more lengthy period -
¥equired by the _ rewmoval ané testing of the edible portions of fish, involviqg

the grinﬁing‘and mixing, or compositing, of portions from two or wore fish in

r : z - -
order to produce an average conccntration value. : : -
"We do not have the capability to do PCB analysis within AWIC, and were

dependent on outside support from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
and the Pesticide Laboratory at Avburn to do the testing,” Warr exp]ained.
Polychlorlnatcd biphenyl 1s a ch]orlnated organic. compound similar to

DDT and is Teported to be carcinogenic to rats.
Warr §aid figh data collectéd to date may be grouped into two categories--

that appliéable to game~fi;h, such as.bass, and that applicable to commercial

" fish or bottom feeders, such as catfish. The pattern of results seems to

indicate that the concentrations in game fish are within FDA limits, while the

presence of PCB's in the commercial fish often exceed the pertinent liwmit.

On nine composites of the edible portion of géme fish, only two samples

v

exceeded the limit of 5 parts per million. On seven composites of edible
portions of commercial fish, five exceeded 5 parts per million.

Possibly wore significant, accdrding to Warr, is the data produced as

a result of analyses of water samples. Water samples were collected at three-

locations, as were the fich samples--near the Alabama-Georgia state line
in the vicinity of Cedar Bluff, and above Weilss Dam. Yone of these szoples

exceeded the 1 part per billion level currently considered acceptable for
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huz=an cqnscmptgén, anéd were so low as to approach the lower licits of
analytical capability. No official liwit for PCB's in drinking water has
.bEen established. |

Warr said additiqnél data are-needed and that AWIC personnel will
_continue to work closely with representatives of the Department of Conservation
the Environmental Protection Agency, and others in

and Katural Resources,

any monitoring efforts needed to better define and quantify the impact of

PCB's in the Weiss Lake area.
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“r. Leon Hiriland

Georyla Gane & Fish Division
270 Jashington Street
AHtlanta, CA 32334

vear 'r, {driland:
AL Jonp last I have received from the LYA laboratory 1w Duluth, 3
thie rasults of the PCL analyses on fish collected in your State in
tic Cpring of 1876, I am enclosing these results alon- vith the
othod used in prenaration and analyses,

A
vatien cau be of use to your staff. If vou hewve any questionu,

lecse don't Liezitate to call we.

¢ o appreclate your cooperation in this study and hope the infor-

Jlucercely,

ce e Doltier
..cology Sranch

~nelosurss

SCLTene .. soelsh

Luvirowaental Protection Division
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Sample Area

Coosa River upstream
from Weiss Reservoir,
GA & AL State Line

Savannah River,
Savannah, GA

Coosa River at
Rome, GA

Chattahoochee River

EEDEgYS<RA-

\

!

~

1

. Chattahoochee River

" dowmstream from W.F.

~

George Reservoir at
PR b £

Te——

Lake Jackson, upstrean
from dam

Mltamaha River,
darien, GA
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Sample Composition
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Goldfish

Carp

Largemouth Bass
Gizzard Shad
Bullhead Catfish

Black Crappie
Channel Catfish
Bullhead Catfish
Redhorse Sucker
Summer Flounder
Largemouth Bass
White Catfish
Striped Bass

Largemouth Bass
Channel Catfish
Llack Crappie
White Bass
Gizzard Shad

Carp

Smallmouth Buffalo

Largemouth Bass
Black Crappie
White Catfish

Carp

Largemouth Bass
Black Crappie
White Catfish
Bluegill
Largemouth Zass
Bluegills
Redhreast Sunfish
Bullhead
Warmouth

American Tels

5.00

<0.10

o

<0.

10

PCB's (ug/gm)
1016/1242

1254

60.0

69.7

4,92

4.28
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Joe D. Tanner, Commissioner of the Department of Natural Resource

vaNR),.apnounced that'the Nafural ReééGr;eg;Eoérd, meeting'in special
session today{_ciqse@mgpg;CQQSa Rivefgto commercial fiéhing from Rome
to the Georgia-Alabama line. Included in the ban are all streams
flowing inté the Coosa from the confluence of fhe Etowah and Oostanaule

Rivers to the state line, and that portion of Lake Weiss located in

- Georgia.'
, DNR Nas found thét’fish taken from the Coosa are likely to con-
,tain levels 6f Rolychlorinateﬁ biphenylé.(PCB's) above the tolerance
established By the U; S. Food and Drug'Administration of Siparts per
. million. R I |
DNR further encoufages sport fishermen and other not to eat fish

taken from the Georgia stretch of the Coosa.

-

Thé Natural Resources Bqara also autﬁorized the Commissioner to
take action immediately if PCB levels are found to:exéeed FDA limits
in any streams in tﬁe Coosa Rivgr basin. ‘

Tommy Irwin, Commissioner of the.Georgia Deparﬁment of Agriculture
has promiged the full'cooperation'of his department in the ban on
éomme;cial fish taken from the Coosa. He asks the public to let his

office know about any possible sale or attempted sale of fish from the
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rivar. In 1ta rogulatory function, Zhe Agriculilure Sofartoant 1n

-

ecmpowered by law to prosecute any commercial sale of contaminated fish

Leonard Ledbetter, director of DNR's. Environmental Protection

4

Division, said his division in cboperation with the Game and Fish

Division is monitoring every major stream and impoundment in Georgia -

-

for PCB's. However, he said there is no reason to suspect at this
time that results from other areas will be in the range of those found
in the Coosa. .

. Leon Kirkland Chief of Fisheries of DNR's Game and Fish Division,t

.‘

said present studles show that PCB levels are running hlgher in channel
.catflsh than in other species found in the Coosa, but he also warne .
than any flSh taken from the river should not be eaten until further
notlce,. o '

More than 500 warning sigas will be posted in the Coosa area by
conservatlon rangers of DNR s Game and Fish DlVlSlon. Rangers will
also personally warn sport fishermen and the publlc about the 51tuat10n

- The known source of the PCB s in. the Coosa is the General Electric

plant at Rome, Georgla. Plant officials are maklng efforts to mini-
mize losses,of'spills_into the environment. Earlier this year, the
state EPD and the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency regquired

additional changes at the plant to further minimize releases of PCB's.

PCB's are:a group of organic compounds used primarily in the

manufacturing of electronic capacitors and transformers. They are

toxic to aquatlc life, are blo}oglcally accumulatlve, and per51st

in the env1ronment for a long time.

Commissioner Tanner stresses that the public will be informed

immediately about any new developments as soon as they are discovered

by DNR's investigative and study teams.
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The Federal Food and Drug Adminiatrazion $a= ontablished a
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recommended 1limit of 5 parts per million of PCB's for fish and shell-

. fish. Resunlts from the State's Environmental Protection Division's

- laboratory showed the following:

-

LOCATION

Coosa River ~-._

Mayo's Bar

downstream of

Rome .

Coosa River -

Georgia -

Alabama State ‘

Line

"FISH .

- ————n

- Channel Catfish

Channel Catfish
Channel Catfish

. Channel catfish

Largemouth Bass
Largemouth Bass
Gizzard Shad

. Gizzard Shad .
- Redear Sunfish

Redear Sunfish

Largemouth Bass
Largemouth Bass
Largemouth Bass
Largemouth Bass
Bluegill

" Redear Sunfish

Black Crappie
Brown. Bullhead

5.8
27.0
127.0
. 22.0
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EPD#76-078 -

PCB - Parts Per Milli



